
CALCUTTA FAQs 
St. Thomas Church 

 
WHAT IS A CALCUTTA:  
 A Calcutta is a lively and entertaining fundraising event which includes socializing, dinner, and a chance 
to win prizes; including a large grand prize.      A seasoned emcee will lead the event to keep the fun and 
excitement amped up and moving.   Attendees should just plan on having an enjoyable evening with friends 
and family.   There will be a silent auction, cash bar, and other fun events during the evening.   
 
WHERE AND WHEN WILL ST. THOMAS’ CALCUTTA BE HELD: 
 March 17, 2023 and at the Catamount Golf Course in Williston.   As of now, the plan is for doors to 
open at 5, dinner at 6 and wrap up around 9:30.   
 
HOW MUCH IS THE GRAND PRIZE:  
 For the St Thomas Calcutta, the grand prize is $2000.     
 
DO PEOPLE GIVE THEIR GRAND PRIZE BACK TO THE ORGANIZATION HOSTING THE EVENT:  
 NO.   The event is a fundraiser and the grand prize payout is calculated as part of the event.   Part of 
the fun is having a winner take home the grand prize.   
 
HOW DO YOU WIN PRIZES INCLUDING THE GRAND PRIZE:  
 The grand prize portion of the event features 100 numbered balls.   Each person buying a ball also 
receives dinner for 2.   During the evening, the numbered balls will be drawn, one at a time.  If your numbered 
ball is called, you are no longer eligible for the grand prize.   However, at specific intervals (for instance, 10th 
ball drawn), a ball is eligible to pick a prize from the prize table or receive a small monetary prize.    
 
DO I NEED TO ATTEND TO WIN PRIZES:  
  You do not need to be in attendance in order to win prizes as long as you have identified a proxy to 
represent you during the event.  That person will make decisions for you on prizes.  Keep in mind, the cost of 
your ball includes dinner for two and an entertaining evening which you’ll miss if you do not attend.   
 
WHAT IS THE COST TO ATTEND A CALCUTTA:  
 The base cost of attending the St. Thomas Calcutta is $130, which includes one ball and dinner for two.   
In addition, you have the option to purchase ‘insurance’ for your ball (see below).  There will be a cash bar and 
silent auction as well as other events during the evening.   
 
WHAT IS INSURANCE:  
 Insurance is purchased for a specific numbered ball.  If purchased, you can use it ONCE during the 
evening to return your ball to the drawing pool if your ball was eliminated.  You may purchase insurance for 
$20 at the time you buy your ball or when you arrive at the event.   Once balls start to be drawn, insurance can 
no longer be purchased.    If the drawn ball is a prize ball, you have to make a choice, to either take the prize 
or use your insurance.   You cannot take a prize AND use the insurance.  Additionally, insurance CANNOT be 
used once we get down to the last 10 balls.   
 
CAN I BUY MORE THAN ONE BALL:   
 A couple of weeks before the event, if there are unsold balls, attendees will have the opportunity to 
purchase addition balls for $25.   



HOW DO I PAY FOR THE EVENT: 
We would encourage attendees to make their initial purchase (ball + two dinners and maybe insurance) using 
cash or check.  However, we will be able to take credit cards for the initial purchase, extra balls, insurance and 
auction balls.  The on-line silent auction will be credit cards only.   The Cash Bar is run by the venue and will 
take charge cards or cash.  The only expense that requires cash is the dessert run if you choose to participate.    
 
WHAT OTHER ACTIVITIES HAPPEN AT THE EVENT:  
 DESSERT RUN:  After dinner, we’ll begin drawing balls then pause for dessert.     Desserts will be 
donated and placed on a table for everyone to view. Each table should plan ahead and decide on their favorite 
choice and how much they are willing to donate for a dessert.   At an assigned time, each table will put their 
cash into an envelope.   The envelopes will be tabulated and the table with the most money gets to go first.  
One person from that table will make a dash to the dessert table and pick a dessert to bring back.  Ten 
seconds later, the table with the next highest donation will send their assigned person to make a dash to the 
dessert table and so on.   Know what you want and send your fastest person!!  
 
 AUCTION BALLS:   The goal is to presell 98 balls, and leave 2 unsold balls for auction.   After a specific 
number of balls are eliminated (for example, after ball 50 is eliminated), the emcee will auction one of the 2 
remaining balls.   In the example, the chance of winning the grand prize has increased substantially because 50 
balls have already been eliminated.  The two times balls will be auctioned will be announced at the event.  
 
 ON-LINE SILENT AUCTION:   Two weeks before the event, we will begin an on-line silent auction 
allowing the broader community to bid on great items donated by local businesses and by parishioners.   The 
last call for bidding on silent auction items will occur at a specific time during the Calcutta.   Attendees and 
non-attendees can continue to bid, via phones or laptops available at the event.  The clock on the silent 
auction will run out during the Calcutta, at which time we will announce the winners.  Attendees can take 
home their items after the event.    
 
CAN THERE BE MORE THAN ONE WINNER OF THE GRAND PRIZE:    
 Yes.   Once we get to the last 10 balls, the emcee will encourage those owners to discuss sharing the 
grand prize.  No pressure, just a fun choice.   He’ll continue to allow those discussions down to the last two 
balls.    
 
CAN OUR FAMILY/FRIENDS SIT TOGETHER:  
 When you purchase your ticket for a ball and two dinners, you can let us know who you would like to 
be placed with at a table.    We will do our best to accommodate your request.  Otherwise, you will enjoy 
dinner at a table with 8-10 people, who are all there to have fun. 
 
 


